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Please join us for  
STORY BEHIND THE SMILES 2009! 

November 5th, 2009ð 6:00 P.M. 

This complimentary pledge and awareness  

 dinner focuses on the tremendous difference quality dental care 

makes for the families the Interfaith Dental Clinic serves.  

In the last five years, the event has raised over $1,000,000 in pledges 

to support our services for low-income, working families and the 

elderly in Middle Tennessee.  You can help make a difference! 
 

Please contact Betsy at (615) 329-4790.120 or 

betsy@interfaithdentalclinic.com to make a reservation to attend. 

Made Possible By: 

Dear Dr. Pierce,  
 

I wanted to send you this photo I received in the mail today.  Apparently     
someone snapped this picture of me at a family event without me knowing 

(considering I've spent so long NOT SMILING & avoiding a camera) for the 

obvious  reasons! :) 
 

I just wanted to take a few minutes and let you know that I will always be    

grateful to you and Interfaith Dental!  I was so ashamed to smile, and hated to 
laugh.  I think that if you look back on the first photo you took of me the day we 

decided on my treatment plan, you will see that you've transformed me into a 

totally different person!  I showed this picture to a few people who didn't even 
know it was me!  So, I just want to say from the bottom of my heart, THANK 

YOU!  Even though I thought you were a little crazy to believe that a top denture 

would look right on me, I am glad you insisted!  My outlook on life has taken a 

total 180.  I have passed on everything I've learned from Interfaith to my    
daughter in hopes that she will never be faced with this kind of decision.    

  

None the less, I know we are only half way there.  I can only imagine what your 
final  product will look like!   
  

  

Sincerely,  

Melissa Roberson 

A Letter from Melissa 

Dr. Tom Underwood, D.D.S. 

Dr. Terryl Propper Jay & Amy Reavis 



.   

Hello everyone!  My name is Stephen Brickner and I am the new Chairman of the Board of 

Interfaith.  I have been involved in healthcare for my entire career.  I came to Nashville in 

1982 to work at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.  I left there about 7 years later to 

work at HCA.  After 15 years, I left HCA to start my own hospital pharmacy consulting 

company; Blue Ice.  I first became involved with IFDC through my wife DeeDee a number 

of years ago.  She and Rhonda were friends from West End United Methodist Church 

when Rhonda was operating out of two dental chairs in the church basement.  DeeDee 

volunteered to help Rhonda with some of Interfaithôs computer needs.  Then, DeeDee 

began volunteering our household appliances; washer, refrigerator, etc,  so it seemed 

prudent that I get involved if for no other reason, than to see where these things were going.  From that simple start, 

Rhonda invited me to join the board a couple of years ago.  I was and still am honored that she asked.  Just recently  

I was honored again by being confirmed this year as Chairman of the Board of Directors. 
         

Our plan for the year ahead, while challenging, is relatively straight forward. 
        

1. We will continue the IFDC tradition of leadership and service to the under-served working poor and elderly dental 

patients of Middle Tennessee. 

2. We will investigate and evaluate new opportunities to expand as well as refine the mission of IFDC; such as further 

developing the three year plan for a satellite clinic in Rutherford County. 

3. Lastly, we will work hard to make wise and prudent use of the funds we have and in these challenging times, to 

raise the funds we need to continue the tradition. 
 

Thank you for your support in the upcoming year and please join me in continuing to make Interfaith an organization 

that brings a smile to all who participate in its existence; the patients, the employees, the donors and lastly the Board. 
 

Steve 

 

 

Letter from the Board Chair  



Comings and Goingsé 

 

Dr. Nathan Murrell  Dr. Nathan Murrell began working at Interfaith in June, after spending his days off 

volunteering at the clinic.  ñI learned about Interfaith through my study club with Dr. Laura Pierce and 

Dr. Craig Shadinger.  I thought this would be a good place for me to give back to the community by 
helping to serve those in need.  Working 3 ½ days in private practice, I had some time available to    

volunteer and started spending those days here at the clinic.  It is so fulfilling to be involved with such a 

good group of people in such a great environment, I am so lucky that this opportunity opened up for me 

to come here one day a week, every week!ò   
 

Dr. Murrell, a Georgia native, moved to Nashville with his wife who grew up here, ñLindsey wanted to 

be close to home and her family.  I am currently practicing with her father, Dr. Harper Gaston.  I feel so 
fortunate to be able to work with my father-in-law and to be able to experience Interfaith at the same 

time.  It is nice to get outside of  private practice occasionally and to be able to help those who are really 

in need and who appreciate everything you do for them.ò 

Staff Spotlight 

Nancy Collins  After eleven years of dedicated service, one of our most treasured staff members, 

Nancy Collins, is leaving us to pursue a career in Seminary at Lutheran Theological Southern       

Seminary in South Carolina.  In speaking with Nancy about her experience at Interfaith, she shared 
these thoughts,  ñEleven short years ago, I was looking for a place to utilize my hygiene skills in a    

volunteer capacity, particularly overseas, when Dr. Switzer came to talk to the TN Dental Hygiene  

Association Nashville Chapter about Interfaith.  My immediate thought was, this is perfect: an         

opportunity to volunteer and stay close to home.  I began volunteering and fell in love with the        
patients. The experience was awe-inspiring. When Interfaith moved from the basement of the church 

into its own building, there was the need to hire a hygienist and Dr. Switzer very kindly asked me if I 

would join the staff.  That was the best decision I have ever made!  It has made a major difference in 
my life and has changed my focus.  I have been here nearly eleven years and it continues to remain an 

enlightening experience with the patients and staff.  They are my family away from home.ò 
        

ñWhat gives me the most fulfillment is that the patients are appreciative of the services that we give 
them. We provide them with treatment that they cannot get elsewhere. The level of  professionalism 

and quality of care they are getting here is really not known to them.  It is just the best place in the 

world to be for both the practitioners and the patients.  It meets all the expectations you could have for 
a dental clinic and for underprivileged people and families. There is just nothing else like it.ò 

ñThe only reason I am leaving the clinic is because after practicing hygiene for forty-two years, I have carpal tunnel syndrome and  
I need to have surgery on my hands.  I have been called to go to seminary to be a diaconal minister, and so I will be leaving for two 

years and then will be back in Nashville.  I hope to work with Interfaith again one day, only in a different capacity.  I hope to      

continue the experience, commitment and sense of family that has been here at the clinic and continues to be here.  I canôt wait to go 

and I canôt wait to get back!ò 

Dr. Elizabeth Sparrow  Dr. Elizabeth Sparrow comes to us with a background in public health and a 

passion for helping those in need.  After graduating from dental school, she and her husband,          

Dr. Clay Sparrow, moved to New Mexico to work with Indian Health Services on the Navajo        
Reservation ñWe worked with a team of specialists to meet their needs; they would walk for miles 

and stand waiting outside all day to be treated in the clinicé.it was a great experience, especially 

right out of school, that prepared me for my work today.ò  ñWe loved New Mexico but we were ready 

to get back to the South East, all my family is in Nashville and we wanted to come home.ò So, the 
Sparrows made the move back to Tennessee and Elizabeth worked for the Nashville Public Health 

Department for four years before a brief move to Virginia for Clay to specialize in endodontics.  

Elizabeth and Clay came back to Nashville and she took a year off to spend time with their children, 
Noah and Alice, before coming to work for Interfaith.  Elizabeth says of  becoming a dentist and 

working here, ñI feel blessed to enjoy my work, blessed to be at Interfaith and blessed to have the 

ability to also spend time with my familyémy advice to all is do what you like, enjoy what youôre 

doing, pursue your passions!ò 



The Interfaith Dental Clinic would like to recognize the  
amazing team of volunteers at Dr. George Adams, Jr.ôs     of-

fice and their willingness to treat so many of our patients in their 

own office.  Dr. Adams has been volunteering for Interfaith for eight 

years and has been seeing our patients in his office for the past three.  ñIt 
was nice to come down to the clinic, but with children it seems more effi-

cient to see them at our office since we have the ability to sedate children.  

In addition, with Dr. Laura Pierce coordinating, we have even been able to 
work with surgery centers and hospitals to give the patients   options, where 

as before they had little or none.  All of the payments coming through Inter-

faith makes it not only easy for me, but the patients are able to feel like part 
of the complete Interfaith program and develop a strong sense of appreciation 

for the volunteer work we do.ò 
 

ñ It is so easy to get involved with Interfaith, whether it is in the clinic, or at your own office.  When I used to come to   
Interfaith,  I knew I wouldn't have to do any procedures that I did not want to, there were never any problems with    

equipment and the staff was wonderful; all I had to do was show up!  It is great that the volunteer program continues to 

evolve and provide even more ways to help out the clinic.ò 
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For  information on volunteering, please  
contact Betsy Buntin at (615) 329 -4790.102  

or betsy@interfaithdentalclinic.com  

 
VOLUNTEER C

ORNER
 

NITROUS OXIDE ADMINISTERING & MONITORING CERTIFICATION COURSE 
FOR DENTAL HYGIENISTS   FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14,  

AT INTERFAITH DENTAL  CLINIC 
REGISTER ONLINE AT www.interfaithdentalclinic.com  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL BETSY (615) 329-4790.102 
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Top Row (Left to Right):  Rachel Cash, Lindsay 
Wade, Dana Fuqua, Marla Lampley, Dr. George    
Adams, Sr. and Dr. George Adams, Jr. 
Bottom Row: Dana Schultz, Leigh Milam and   

Samantha Sullivan 

Dr. George Adams, Jr. and His 


